
MINUTES OF THE LUNENBURG COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

June 2nd, 2022, AT 7:00 PM 
 

The Lunenburg County Planning Commission held its meeting on June 2nd, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. in the 2nd 

floor courtroom, Lunenburg Courts Bldg., Lunenburg, VA. Commissioners Drummond, Jennings, 

Pennington, Shell, Tharpe, and Trent were present. Also, in attendance was Clerk of the Planning 

Commission, Taylor N. Newton, and Assistant County Attorney, Drew DiStanislao. Commissioner 

Thompson was absent due to being ill. 
 

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. Ms. Newton conducted a roll call of Commissioners, which 

all but Commissioner Thompson were present. 
 

Chairman Tharpe called for any additions or modifications to the agenda. Ms. Newton requested training 

to be added as item 9B. 
 

Chairman Tharpe called for declarations of conflict of interest to be disclosed. None were brought forth 

by any member.  
 

Chairman Tharpe called for action on the minutes of the April 7th, 2022, meeting. There being no 

additions or corrections to the minutes; a motion was made by Commissioner Shell and seconded by 

Commissioner Drummond and Pennington that they be approved as presented. Unanimously approved. 
 

The Director of Planning and Economic Development monthly report was provided. It was advised that it 

was in their packet. No questions arose from the Commission. 
 

No citizens came forward during citizen time.  
 

Chairman Tharpe called case for Public Hearing, “CUP-4-21 Conditional Use Permit for Dogwood 

Lane Solar, to construct and operate a 4 MW, medium-scale solar array located on tax parcel 

035-03-0-2C, West on Main Street (Rte 40) from Kenbridge, VA, then North on Dogwood Lane; 

the access to the property is approximately 522 feet on the left (the nearest addresses to the 

project parcel include 20 Epps Lane, Kenbridge, VA 23944 and 116 Dogwood Lane, Kenbridge, 

VA 23944). The parcel consists of 32.48 acres in an A-1 (Agricultural) zone.” 

Commissioner Pennington made the motion to go into Public Hearing, which was seconded by 

Commissioner Jennings. Unanimously approved.  

 

Ms. Newton read the public speaking guidelines. 

 

Mr. Andrew Hull with Apex began the presentation on behalf of the applicant. He noted that he 

had some of his team members as well as members from ESA Solar present for the meeting. Mr. 

Hull provided an overview of the project noting that the overall parcel is about 32 acres and will 

be utilizing 15 acres to produce 4 MW. Mr. Hull provided an overview of the 2232 hearing, 

where the staff report noted how the project has good topography, fits County guidelines, a good 

location that is tucked away, the project is not expected to be seen from the road, the project 

should not interfere with corridor development, they intend to keep natural growth, and promote 

a diversified economy.  

 



Mr. Hull noted specific highlights about the project in accordance with the County Solar 

Ordinance: 

- Project has good access with utility 

- Recently got and signed an interconnection agreement with Dominion and it is imperative 

to get the approvals, so they can get the project built 

- In accordance with the ordinance—spoke with the town—in prior conversations with the 

town representative prior and during the community meeting—did not have any town 

official express any concerns about future expansion/critical infrastructure needs that 

would negatively impact the town 

- Provides sufficient ingress and egress 

- Entrance has been cleared by VDOT 

- Does meet VDOT and County policy 

- Sufficient open space 

- Take stormwater seriously00committed to no mass grading, follow Virginia state laws 

and provide ample buffering and vegetation 

- Outside of the Town of Kenbridge 

o Historically operated as commercial for civil culture 

o Has been timbered and replanted 

o Avoids town future growth 

- Connects to the Kenbridge substation 

- Reiterated the signed interconnection agreement with Dominion 

- AQ is in the process 

- The project is part of the shared solar program 

- Competitively positioned to be a part of the County and the Town of Kenbridge 

Mr. Hull completed his presentation at 7:12 p.m. and questioned if any of the Commissioners 

had questions, comments, or concerns.  

 

Chairman Tharpe questioned/stated that the applicant was aware in the Lunenburg Solar 

Facilities Committee Meeting and from previous encounters, that the applicant was not to speak 

with the Town of Kenbridge directly. He noted that directly following the Lunenburg Solar 

Facilities Committee Meeting, the developer contacted the Town of Kenbridge to schedule a 

meeting when told numerous times by Ms. Newton and Mr. DiStanislao that the County handles 

this matter.  

 

Mr. Hull apologized repeatedly and stated that they did not have any malintent when they did 

this. Ms. Newton advised that the Town of Kenbridge Planning Commission reviewed the site 

plan, staff report, and had the full application at their disposal for review and discussion. The 

Town of Kenbridge Planning Commission could not provide a recommendation to the Town 

Council due to needing more information and wanting to review the staff report and they also 

wanted to see the decision made by the County. Ms. Newton noted that there was some 

confusion as to the Town of Kenbridge was ultimately approving the project or just providing 

approval or denial as to whether the project would impact the future expansion or critical 

infrastructure needs. Due to some of the potential town expansion being confidential, therefore 



Ms. Newton reiterated that this is why the County Staff handles the communication with the 

towns (i.e., Town of Kenbridge in this application). 

 

Commissioner Pennington noted that this puts the County in a tough position because they are 

not following proper procedure.  

 

Chairman Tharpe questioned how it is 3.75 acres per MW because no other developers have 

been able to achieve this low level of acreage per MW. He questioned how they can do this? 

 

Ms. Lindsay Edwards, Berkley Group, provided an overview of the staff report, which noted: 

- Site Overview 

- Project Overview 

- Project in relation to the Comp Plan 

- Project in relation to the County Solar Facilities Ordinance 

- Vegetation 

- Buffers 

- Decommissioning 

- Options of the Planning Commission as far as a recommendation: 

o Recommend for approval to the Board of Supervisors with the conditions noted in 

the staff report 

o Recommend denial to the Board of Supervisors 

o Defer a decision until the next meeting 
 

Commissioner Pennington made a motion to exit public hearing, which was seconded by 

Chairman Tharpe; however, the motion was interrupted by Dicky Harris (property owner). Mr. 

Harris noted that he is not aware of the issue and not pleased to hear the issue between the Town 

of Kenbridge and the County. He noted that it is not his intention, nor does he believe that it was 

the developers intention. He noted that he was the mayor of Kenbridge for numerous years and is 

not aware of future expansion but cannot speak for the Town of Kenbridge. Lastly, he noted that 

he, Apex, and Tony Matthews, Kenbridge Town Manager, had a meeting to discuss the project.  

 

Commissioner Pennington and seconded by Chairman Tharpe to exit public hearing. The motion 

was unanimously approved. 

 

Commissioner Pennington stated that since the Town of Kenbridge Planning Commission had 

not come to a recommendation to the Town Council, then the application needs to go back to the 

Town of Kenbridge for their recommendation/approval or denial. The County cannot decide for 

the Town of Kenbridge because the County does not know the needs of the Town, thus the 

County cannot make a recommendation until the Town has provided their input.  

 

Mr. Harris questioned if it could be recommended for approval based on the recommendation for 

approval received from the Town of Kenbridge. Chairman Tharpe advised that it could not be 

done because the County does not know the needs of the Town, so the County will have to defer 

on a recommendation.  



 

Commissioner Pennington made the motion to defer a recommendation on the application until 

the Town of Kenbridge can decide. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Drummond. A 

roll call vote was conducted of the Commissioners: 

- Commissioner Trent—Yah 

- Commissioner Shell—Yah 

- Commissioner Drummond—Yah 

- Commissioner Jennings—Yah 

- Commissioner Pennington—Yah 

- Commissioner Tharpe—Yah 

 

Mr. DiStanislao advised that the Event Venue/Short-term rental ordinance is ready. A committee 

meeting will be scheduled in the next week or so. Also, County Attorney, Frank Rennie is 

reviewing the draft ordinance and will provide input, so the committee meeting may follow the 

review completed by Mr. Rennie 

 

Chairman Tharpe called for New Business—Ms. Newton advised that the Planning 

Commissioners will be required to completed FOIA and Conflict-of-Interest Training. This is not 

a requirement of the state; however, this is something that would be beneficial especially with 

the number of applications pertaining to solar. Ms. Newton advised the Commissioners to speak 

with her either following the meeting or in the upcoming weeks to notify as to whether they 

would like to attend the training in person or virtually.   

 

The announcement of the next Planning Commission meeting on July 7th, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. was 

made—if a meeting would not occur, the Commissioners would be notified. On a motion by 

Commission Pennington and seconded by Commissioner Shell, the meeting was adjourned at 

7:25 p.m.  

 

___________________________________ 

James Tharpe, Chairman 

Lunenburg County Planning Commission   

 

___________________________________ 

Taylor N. Newton, Clerk 

Lunenburg County Planning Commission  


